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Overview



Neighborhood 
context:

Squire Park 
neighborhood





Sanborn map



Assessor’s map shows new parcels on block

E Columbia

16th

Av.



802 16th Av.
Seattle
98122



Criteria for designation

• Location is associated with an historic event(s)

• Cultural, political or economic heritage of the community

• Embodies visible characteristics of an architectural style

• Outstanding work of an architectural designer or builder

• It is associated in a significant way with the life of person(s) important 
in the history of the City, state, or nation

• Because of its prominence of spatial location, contrasts of siting, age, 
or scale, it is an easily identifiable visual feature of its neighborhood 
or the city and contributes to the distinctive quality or identity of such 
neighborhood or the City



A lot of drama to this house history



802 has a spotty occupancy history

Tom 
Considine 
builds and 
lives (with 
John C) at 
802 16th

1901

Aaron 
Cohen  

(political 
leader, cigar 
seller) buys 

802

1904
Immaculate 

School 
convent for 

teachers

1919

1980s

1972
1945-

63 

Chapel, 
refectory, 
sleeping 
quarters 

built 

1922-42
Renovations 
and repairs

Convent 
closes

Counseling 
Center & 
apartments 

vacant



The Considines



Architect



Builder



Seattle Daily Times
July 14, 1902

The  case of Tom Considine vs. 
MJ Gallagher is on trial today 
in Judge Bell’s court. In this 
case Considine sues for the 
recovery of some $2,500 
alleged to be due from Mr. 
Gallagher for failure to 
complete the construction of 
a house on Sixteenth Avenue 
last year.

August 6, 1901: notice of contract 
violation; plaintiff required to finish 
the building.



All the original floor plans have been digitized



January 1904-A. Lou Cohen, 
the well-known cigar dealer 
of Seattle, has purchased 
the beautiful residence 
erected by Mr. Tom 
Considine and located on 
the corner of 16th Ave & 
Columbia St…The purchase 
price was $10,000. The 
residence is one of the most 
beautiful in the city…built in 
the colonial style



Architectural 
style and 
significance



Uncertain if this is a photo of a 
Cohen shop

The Cohen family
occupancy 

(1904-1919)



Revisions 
1920-1980s



The Convent for 
Immaculate Conception 
teachers

820 18th Av.
Immaculate Conception Church is the oldest 
standing Catholic Church in Seattle.



Sister Kay Burton lived 
there 1961-1973





Immaculate Conception today

Designated landmark January 10, 
1977 by Seattle City Council because 
of its significance in the development 
of the city, because it exemplified the 
heritage of the community, and 
because of its distinctive architectural 
style.





Vacant period-
used for rehearsals, 
skating, who knows 
what else?

…Pops was awarded a certificate of 
recognition in a Jazz Pioneers Reunion at 
the Museum of History and Industry. He is 
mentioned prominently in de Barros' book 
"Jackson Street After Hours." And his first 
instrument was on view at Columbia 
Seafirst Tower



Ventura & 
Glassman era, 
1980s
Tony Ventura



John & Sue 
Perry (1988 
– present)



Nearby former 
fire station also 
landmarked, 
1971
Fire Station #23, 722 18th Av.

Now Byrd Barr Place, 

was Central Area Motivation Project 
in 1964



Congregation Bikur
Cholim 1891
(became Langston 
Hughes Cultural Center 
in 1971)



Nearby First Hill neoclassicals, since destroyed

Horton Home

Frye  Home

Smith & Rininger at 
Summit & Columbia



Switching 
speakers



Exterior



Corner lot



Front porch



South side (E Columbia)



1606 
E Columbia, 
south side 
entrance



Garden entrance, East



Garden on the east side of 
house

Facing south

Facing north



North side of 
house



Interior



Sisters had 
mailboxes in 
the North 
entryway



Heat



Details



Turned the altar 
into an entry



Former priest’s 
entryway, now 
stairwell to 
artist’s studio





Doors



John Perry made the 
stained glass windows





North entry South facing



Built-ins 



Across 
E Columbia to 
the South



Across 16th to the 
West



The former 
Buford home 
to the north



There goes the 
neighborhood…



• John Perry on the left; Sue Perry on the right (with granddaughter Anna 
Ludwig)—in the garden at 802



Artist studio
• https://www.sueperry-paintings.com/





Sue Perry,
Documenting the 
deconstruction of 
the Central District













Lots of 
boxes



802 stands 
up.



Conclusion

2021 photo
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